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ABSTRACT 

This report begins with a general appraisal of 
school desegregation in the Southern region and concludes with a 
discussion by four black high school students who explain in specific 
terms what their first year of desegregated schooling has meant to 
them. Interposed are four community studies and an assessment of the 
continuing segregated academy movement, including court action and 
other crucial issues arising from the experiences of the selected 
coaunun ities. While many problems remain, the six individual 
contributors to the study agree that the important and hopeful factor 
was that the students were there and were involved in determining 
their own destiny. (Author/DM) 
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INTRODUCTION 

For a number of years the Southern Regional Council has issued 
periodic reports on school desegregation. These reports have, properly, 
analyzed federal governmental policy, court decisions, locai administra- 
tive responses and the statistical results of those actions. 

In the summer of 1970, as we planned this year’s report, we sensed 
that the 1970-71 school year would be the most crucial one since 1954. 
More importantly, we agreed that now was the time to determine what 
was happening to education, to the children. 

As a measure of our priorities, we assigned six staff members to the 
study. Each is identified in the report. The work was coordinated by 
our Research Department; the full report was edited by Robert E. Ander- 
son, Jr, A number of other persons on the staff and outside the agency 
assisted with the research or read portions of ihe manuscript. We aic 
grateful to them all for sharing with us the sense ol the crucial importance 
of public education in the region at this time. 

The report begins with a general appraisal of school desegregation in 
the region and concludes with a discussion by four black high school stu- 
dents who explain in concrete, specific terms what their first year of 
desegregated schooling has meant to them. In between are four community 
studies and an assessment of the continuing segregation academy move- 
ment. The four communities ca r h reflect a different facet of the larger 
story. Three of the cities — Athens, Charlotte, and Mobile — were before 
the Supreme Court in October, 1970, and it seemed wise to report in detail 
on the crucial issues arising from their experience. 

The report reveals, I believe, that those who say that segregation 
problems are solved direct attention away from the very real ones that 
remain, and support away from those trying to solve them. Those who, 
on the other hand, say all is lost have much the same effect, and en- 
courage further retreat of the federal government and opinion leaders 
from (he national commitment to equal education. 

Emerging from this report is one highly significant point. Six sensitive 
and competent individuals went their own ways, essentially, to produce 
sections of the total. Some surveyed better situations, some the worst. 
Each independently concluded that the important and hopeful factor was 
that the studen s were there and involved in determining their own 
destiny. 

This is, of course, an unfinished report. And, tragically, it probably 
cannot be finished for a number of years. Just as we have lost so much 
precious time and done so much human damage by stupidity, viciousness, 
and ignorance, so we seem destined to do more. Vet, we must educate our 
young. We must have faith in them. Perhaps, now, at least we have begun 
to d . both. 

Paul Anthony 
Executive Director 
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